Listing of the Claims: 

The following listing of the claims replaces all previous listings of the claims. 



1 . (Currently Amended) A computer-implemented method for ©f determining a 
likely geographical location for which a querying user of a computer desires further 
information based on submitted criteria , the method comprising the steps of: 

receiving, at an internet-based search engine, search criteria comprising text that 
comprises a locality name; tho Query i ng usor submitt i ng cr i tor i a in th o form of t o xt, into a 
s e arch f iel d in an i nt e rn e t - bas e d s e arch e ngin e i nclud i ng subm i tt i ng a l oca li ty nam e ; 

separating the text of the search criteria into text that may be a name of a locality 
and text that is not a name of a locality; 

comparing the text that may be a name of a locality to a i dent i fy i ng from th e 
cr i t e ria th e submitt e d loca li ty nam e , i nc l ud i ng s e parat i ng th e t e xt cr i t e ria that i s not 
l oc ali ty nam e from t e xt cr i t e r i a that is local i ty nam e by us i ng a comparator to t o st th e 
subm i tt e d t e xt cr i t e r ia a ga i nst th e nam e s i n a h ie rarchical data set comprising at least 
one of town, province, or m4 country names to verify the locality name in the text of the 
search criteria ; 

determining, with r e turn i ng, us i ng a processor and i n d e p e nd e nce on th e 
subm i tt e d l oca li ty nam e , a probability that the of th e submitt e d locality name in the text 
of the search criteria is be\m associated with a geographical location; and 

providing , with the processor, to a user providing the search criteria, information 
that to th o gu o rying us e r bas e d upon th e r e turn o d probab il ity, wh o r oi n th o prov i d e d 
information comprises search results that are refined based on the probability that the 
locality name in the text of the search criteria is associated with a geographic location. 
in a mann e r corr e spond i ng to th e r e turn e d probabil i ty so that th e qu e rying us e r m a y 
s el ect from th e r e f i ned s e arch r e su l ts i nformation r e lat i ng to a g e ograph i ca l l ocat i on. 

2. (Currently Amended) The method of A method accord i ng to claim 1 , wherein the 
returned probability indicates a the probability of the locality name in the text of the 
search criteria being associated with each of a plurality of geographic locations. 
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3. (Currently Amended) The method of A m e thod accord i ng to claim 1 , wherein the 
text of the search criteria includes a plurality of locality nameSj. and wherein the method 
further comprises the steps of: 

identifying each locality name of the plurality of locality names in the text of the 
search criteria; 

determining, for each locality name of the plurality of locality names, aftd 
r e turning, in dop o nd o nc e on e ach l oc ali ty nam o , a probability that o ach of the locality 
name flames is associated with a geographical location; and 

combining the r e turn e d probabilities to return a composite probability that 
indicates the probability of the plurality of locality l ocat i on names being associated with 
a geographical location. 

4. (Currently Amended) The method of A m e thod accord i ng to claim 3, wherein the 
r o turn o d composite probability indicates the probability of each of the plurality of locality 
names being associated with each of a plurality of geographic locations. 

5. (Currently Amended) The method of A m e thod according to claim 3, wherein the 
r e turn e d composite probability is derived from a combination of each of the probabilities 
associated with r e turn e d for each of the plurality of locality names. 

6. (Currently Amended) The method of A method accord i ng to claim 1 , wherein 
determining a probability comprises determining a set of probabilities ar e prov i d e d 
between a plurality of locality names and a plurality of geographic locations, there being 
a probability linking a locality name of the plurality of locality names to one or more of 
the geographic locations of the plurality of geographic locations . 

7. (Currently Amended) The method of A m e thod accord i ng to claim 1 , wherein the 
search criteria is received from a computer that of th o qu e rying us e r is part of a network 
and has a network address, the network address being mapped to a geographical 
location, and wherein the method further comprises the compris i ng th e furth e r step of: 

weighting the a r e turn e d probability that the locality name in the text of the search 
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criteria is associated with the geographic location based i n d e p e nd e nc e on the mapp e d 
geographical location mapped to i ndicat e d by the network address. 

8. (Currently Amended) The method of A m e thod accord i ng to claim 7, wherein the 
network is the Internet and the network address is the IP address of the computer. 

9. (Currently Amended) The method of claim 7, A m e thod accord i ng to c l aim 1 , 
wherein the computer is one of the group consisting of: a desktop PC, a portable PC, a 
Personal Digital Assistant (PDA), a mobile telephone and a mobile communication 
device. 

1 0. (Currently Amended) The method of A m e thod accord i ng to claim 1 , further 
comprising the step of determining a compr i sing th o furth e r st e p of m ak4ftq-a 
d e t e rm i n a t i on as to th o geographical location associated with the name of the locality 
name in the text of the search criteria based on the b ei ng sought by th e-quer y i ng us o r i n 
rosponso to tho roturnod probability that the locality name in the text of the search 
criteria is associated with a geographic location . 

1 1 . (Currently Amended) The method of A m e thod ac c ord i ng to claim 1 , wherein the 
probability that the locality name in the text of the search criteria is associated with a 
geographic location is determined based on r e turn i ng step i nc l ud e s s ele ct i n g th e 
r o turn o d prob a b ili ty from probab i l i ti o s stored i n a look-up table that associates locality 
as a probability vector. 

12-22. (Cancelled). 

23. (Previously Presented) A method of determining a likely geographical location of 
a network user based on criteria submitted by the user, the method comprising the 
steps of: 

holding in a location module geographic location information mapped from a 
user's computer network address that is an IP address; 



4 



monitoring submitted criteria including a locality name; 

determining if the locality name is a sub-location within the geographic location 
indicated by the geographic location information mapped from the user's network 
address; 

refining the geographic location information mapped from the user's network 
address to indicate a probability that the user is located in the sub-location; and 

using the indicated probability to determine a likely geographical location and to 
provide to the user information that relates to the likely geographic location. 

24. (Previously Presented) The method of claim 23 wherein the information 
comprises a list of internet sites. 

25. (New) A computer-readable storage medium comprising a set of instructions for 
determining a likely geographical location for which a querying user of a computer 
desires further information based on submitted criteria, the set of instructions to direct a 
processor to perform acts of: 

receiving, at an internet-based search engine, search criteria comprising text that 
comprises a locality name; 

separating the text of the search criteria into text that may be a name of a locality 
and text that is not a name of a locality; 

comparing the text that may be a name of a locality to a data set comprising at 
least one of town, province, or country names to verify the locality name in the text of 
the search criteria; 

determining a probability that the locality name in the text of the search criteria is 
associated with a geographical location; and 

providing to a user providing the search criteria, information that comprises 
search results that are refined based on the probability that the locality name in the text 
of the search criteria is associated with a geographic location. 
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